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Dearly Friends,

I wish you a blessed new year. I 
trust that whatever the new year 
brings, God will be there with us 
with an abundance of his love, 
grace and mercy. 

I imagine some of you have made 
New Year’s resolutions. And I 
think it is good. Resolutions help 
us to have a better look at 
ourselves. However, among our 
various resolutions, commitments, 
hopes and dreams, there is one we 
all should hold in common as a 
church - our call to grow as 
missionary disciples of Christ who 
change the world with God’s love. 
Therefore, it is important that we 
will be intentional about being in a 
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NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE 

relationship with God. I invite you 
to be intentional about spiritual 
formation during this new year. 
Find ways to place yourself in the 
presence of God. Any way you will 
do: praying, reading the Bible, 
retreats, participating in parish 
activities may all of that deepen 
your awareness and openness to 
God. May it help you to stay 
connected with God.
 
The beginning of the new year is 
certainly a time of reflection on life 
and rededication to our faith. I 
hope that in 2020 all of us can look 
at each other as Christ looks at 
each of us, without judging and 
condemnation, but with love and 

forgiveness. Every person is a child 
of God and as Christians we should 
be able to look at each other and 
see in my brothers and sisters, the 
image of Christ. Of course, we can 
disagree on issues but that does 
not mean we need to treat people 
as less than the people we hold 
close to us in our world.

In the days to come, try answering 
some of these questions and see 
how they help you start your new 
year: What was great in the last 
year? What wasn’t great? What 
can be improved? What do I need 
to stop? What do I need to start?
I invite you to make a New Year’s 
Resolution.

Blessings to you this new year!

“Don’t worry, 

it’s a new year,

 life will be ok,”

says Father Tony
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Father Tony shared a message of 
hope for 2020 before his departure 
in December 2019. He said the 
challenges the island is facing are a 
part of life. “Don’t worry, it’s a new 
year, life will be ok. Hopefully we 
don’t have any natural disasters, 
but otherwise I think every day is 
getting better since Hurricane 
Irma.” 

“Sometimes people feel that if they 
are not being treated right there is 
an injustice, it is their right, but 
you can look at it from different 

angles and viewpoints, it is a part 
of life. We don’t have a full picture 
of everything, but the church can 
be used as a positive distraction,” 
he reassured.    

Father Tony had been filling in for 
Father Adam from mid-September 
to mid-December. Father Tony is 
no stranger to Sint Maarten as he 
has been a regular substitute for 
resident priests for many years. 

Originally from Croatia, Father 
Tony currently resides on Antigua. 

After carrying out the work of God 
in many countries around the 
world, he decided to settle in 
Antigua. He has been living on 
Antigua for the last 20 years. He 
was a priest in a parish in Antigua 
for 6 years before opening a 
Catholic radio station. He hosted 
programmes on the radio station 
for some time. Currently he lends 
his technical expertise to the radio 
station. 

A fun fact about Father Tony and 
Father Adam is that they have 
known each other for many years. 
They met in 1989 when they were 
in the same class at the seminary to 
become priests. After 4 years in 
Poland, together they moved to 
Austria where they lived for several 
years before becoming stationed at 
other parishes. 

Presently he is not stationed at a 
specific parish, so wherever he is 



Members of our youth group, confirmation candidates and 
parishioners came out in the early morning of Saturday December 
14th, 2019 to pray for the youths of our island. 

The march started at the bus stop next to the St. Maarten Academy 
at 6:00am on L.B Scot road and participants prayed the Holy 
Rosary alongside the road where our young people walk and spend 
time after school. The route took us straight up to the St. Dominic 
High School and back to the Risen Christ Church. The prayer 
service ended at about 7:00am.

It was a very purposeful event. Let us continue to pray for peace in 
our schools, our homes and our island. 
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The ‘New Year’ is usually 
viewed as a new beginning. A 
chance to re-do or do things 
better than the year that 
passed. Some people take the 
time to set themselves 
resolutions that they plan and 
hope to live by while others 
simply live each day as it 
comes. Whichever you choose 
we encourage you to 
incorporate the Lord and his 
teachings.  

Here is what a few of our parish 
members have in store for the 
2020 year:
“I want to graduate from High 
School so that I can make my 
aunt proud of me.” K. Hall 
Age 16

“In 2020 I plan to be more 
intentional in my actions. I said 
I would do a lot of things in 
2019 but got busy with work. I 
plan to focus on the people and 
things that matter most which 
bring me joy and peace. Life is 
precious and time once past is 
gone forever. I plan to live each 
day to the fullest. Wish me 
luck” L. Peterson Age 35

“To be brave. I hope to step out 
of my comfort zone at least a 
little and take some chances. It 
is likely a year in which I take a 
new path. I am working on my 

What are your plans for 2020?

faith and reconnection with the 
Lord, through whom all things 
are possible. This year will be a 
different but great one for my 
family and I.” 
J. Samuel Age 37

“ To travel and see somewhere 
new!” T. James Age 27
“ To be honest, I haven’t really 
thought about what I want to do 
or accomplish in 2020. I’m not a 
planner. I just do and things 
work out; well for the most part 
usually. If something doesn’t 
work out I move onto something 
new. Let’s see what 2020 brings.” 
B. Philip Age 21

“In 2020, I must spend time with 
my mom. I’ve lived in St. 
Maarten for 15 years and during 
that time, unfortunately with 
work, I’ve not been able to spend 
enough time with her; not even 
one Christmas in 15 years. This 
year, I vow to spend time with 
her. She is 92 years old and I love 
her dearly.” C. Scott Age 57
 
“To help those in need; that is 
what I would like my 2020 to be 
primarily about.” S. Rose Age 
32

The Parish Media Team 
wishes everyone a peaceful, 
joyous, purposeful and 
blessed 2020.

Prayer March for Peace

- By The Parish Media Team

- By Mrs. Carmen Bowers-Lake

needed he is available to 
substitute. In the beginning he 
mostly did this in Antigua, 
however over the last 14 years he 
has been called to lend his 
service many times outside of 
Antigua. “I have to change my 
passport every so often. 
Sometimes it doesn’t last 2 
years!”  

Father Tony started visiting Sint 
Maarten in the years of Father 
Janssen. He considers Sint 
Maarteners to have more 
appreciation for their faith in 
comparison to other places he 
has visited. “People here are 
more open, more tolerant, 
accepting and Catholicism is 
part of the culture, so you know 
what to expect.”

Everyone wants to know the secret 
behind Father Tony’s hair! So we 
dared to ask!

“There isn’t much hair anymore,” 
he joked. “But there was a time 
when I had very long hair. I don’t 
remember when I started growing 
my hair and it wasn’t for any 
particular reason, it just grew.” So, 
there you have it, mystery 
unfolded. 

Father Tony said he will be back to 
Sint Maarten very soon!

THANK YOU FATHER TONY 
FOR SHARING THE MESSAGE 
OF THE LORD AND SPENDING 
TIME WITH OUR PARISH! WE 
SINCERELY APPRECIATE YOU.
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What Would Father Say? WWFS
Question: 
As we continue the Year of the Word of God, what 
word would you like the Parish to focus on in 
2020?

Indeed, Pope Francis in the Apostolic Letter Aperuit illis has 

declared the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time as the Sunday of 

the Word of God. In this letter, Pope encourages the faithful to 

love the Word of God, “to read, appreciate and pray daily with 

sacred Scripture, especially through the practice of lectio divina” 

(#3). It bids the people of God “to listen to sacred Scripture and 

then to practice mercy,” which is “the great challenge before us in 

life.” It reaffirms that “God’s Word has the power to open our eyes 

Fr. Adam Oleszczuk, SVD

and to enable us to renounce a stifling and barren 

individualism and instead to embark on a new path of 

sharing and solidarity” (#13). It also reminds us to 

devote adequate time, prayerful reflection, and serious 

effort to the preparation of homilies, so that people can 

“enter more deeply into the Word of God through 

simple and suitable language;” and that we ourselves, in 

turn, will “discover the ‘beauty of the images used by the 

Lord to encourage the practice of the good’” (#5).

We would like that as the Parish we take to heart these 

words of Pope Francis in Aperuit illis: “to grow in 

intimate familiarity with the Word of God.” Let us first 

of all find creative ways to worthily commemorate the 

Sunday of the Word of God, the liturgical launching 

of which falls within the celebration of the Year of the 

Word of God which started on the 1st of December, 

2019. Then I would hope that throughout the year we 

would renew our commitment to the study of the Word 

of God (Bible classes), in both English and Spanish 

communities, and also give the Word of God a 

privileged place in our liturgical celebration, as without 

the Bible there would be no liturgy.

It is my hope that together with the Liturgical 

Committee, along with the members of all liturgical 

ministries, we will make the Year of the Word of God 

significant, inspiring, and enabling event for all of us.

Answer:

The Power of Adoration 

“When I speak to Him I start by 

thanking Him for His presence 

amongst us and for my blessings. Then 

I listen. Prayer is a conversation, so 

you have to listen too. If I have a 

challenge I go before the Lord and I ask 

Him for inspiration and I ask Him how 

to deal with it. I wait and then the 

inspiration comes.” 

The Eucharistic Adoration or Holy 

Hour as it is sometimes called is hosted 

by the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion of our Parish. 

Did you know that adoration can 

reenergize you? Coordinator for 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion of the St. Martin of 

Tours Parish Carmen-Bowers Lake 

shared with us just how this works. 

“As Catholics we believe that Jesus is 

truly present in the blessed 

sacrament. So Adoration is a sign of 

devotion to Jesus Christ. For me how 

it works is that it’s as if I am sitting 

and watching Jesus face to face and 

He is talking to me and I am talking to 

Him.”

....Continued on pg 4

- By Hazel Durand
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The evening starts off with the blessed sacrament being 

exposed, the gospel for the day is read and then silence. Five 

minutes before the hour is up, the Our Father is said and then 

the blessed sacrament is returned inside. It is mostly silence.  

“Now a days when there is so much information at your 

disposal, you have to learn to filter the good and bad and don’t 

become overloaded. Therefore, you need a place for peace and 

quiet. Our young people don’t know what is quiet time, they are 

afraid of quiet moments.”

“Adoration gives me peace, it refreshes me, it connects me to my 

Lord and it is a way of saying thank you Lord. Since you value 

me so much, it was worth dying for me, giving value to my life 

and I want to show you I appreciate you by spending some time 

with you. If you spend that one hour a week, you are reenergized 

for the rest of the week.”

“If you have a pupil who is giving you trouble, ask God for 

guidance during this hour. Whether it’s an issue with colleagues, 

parents, children, whatever, you will receive inspiration in that 

hour. Your prayers can influence your whole environment.” 

Carmen is encouraging other parishioners to attend Adoration 

and receive the graces. “If they only knew the power there is in 

Adoration, they would run to it! Jesus is there waiting for us, 

ready to give us free advice. I always ask God for a piece of his 

wisdom. I say, ‘Lord you have so much wisdom, just give me a 

little piece of your wisdom, you know everything.” 

“Sometimes we pray and we think nothing is happening, but we 

don’t know what’s happening in the spiritual realm. I believe 

things are happening in the spiritual realm, because the bible 

says to pray unceasingly, so that is why I pray.” 

“I have a devotion to Adoration, I have been going to Adoration 

more than 20 years. I go once a week on Tuesday evening in 

South Reward. For me it’s my moment with the Lord, because 

during the week you don’t have time for yourself. So that is my 

one hour for me and the Lord. It has become such a habit that 

people who know me, know not to ask me to do anything else on 

a Tuesday night, that’s my quiet time!” 

Parishioners have three opportunities a week to attend 

Adoration. Tuesdays at The Risen Christ Church 

7:30pm-8:30pm. Wednesdays at the St. Martin of Tours Church 

7:00pm-8:00pm and Thursdays at Mary Star of the Sea Church 

6:00pm-7:00pm.

“My hope is that after reading this article other parishioners will 

be encouraged to just try it, put that time aside just like you 

would put aside time to go shopping, pay your bills, or a 

particular routine. Remember Jesus is your friend. Make an 

appointment, make time for Him, because He makes time for 

you, He values you so much that He died for you, so the least you 

can do is spend a little time with Him.” 



January 1st, 2020 SXM CATHOLIC NEWS

Page 5

What is the Eucharist?

The word “Eucharist” comes from a Greek 

word meaning “Thanksgiving.” The 

Eucharist is not merely a symbol, or a nice 

gesture, or even a dramatic “reenactment” 

of the Last Supper.

The Eucharist IS God, The Eucharist is 

nothing less than Jesus' complete and 

personal gift of Himself to us - Body, 

Blood, Soul and Divinity. The Eucharist is 

the Real Presence of Jesus Christ, just as 

real as the person sitting next to you. 

The Body and Blood still keep the outward 

appearance of bread and wine, but 

through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, while the “form” 

of the bread and wine do not 

change, their substance does. 

We call this 

transubstantiation (CCC 

1373-77).

 

Through the words of 

consecration being uttered by 

Christ’s priests, the Holy 

Spirit transforms simple 

bread and wine into the very 

flesh and blood of Jesus 

Christ.

 

Why would we believe 

this? 

Simple, we believe it because 

Jesus said it was so. At the 

Last Supper, he said “This is 

my Body” and “This is my 

Blood” (Matthew 26:26-28). 

At every single Mass, those 

same words are spoken and 

the same miracle takes place. 

In the Eucharist, God fulfills 

his promise to “be with us 

always” in the most physical 

and intimate of ways.

 

What is Eucharistic 

Adoration?

Eucharistic Adoration is 

adoring or honoring the 

Eucharistic Presence of Christ. 

Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament is a form of prayer 

that began centuries ago. 

A consecrated host is displayed 

in a beautiful sacred vessel 

called a Monstrance. The word 

“monstrance” means “to show.” 

The monstrance allows Christ’s 

body to be seen and “shown” to 

us - so that we can be present to 

God as He is present to us in His 

Eucharist. 

During Adoration, we have the 

opportunity to come 

face-to-face with the living God. 

Like spending time with a close 

friend, Eucharistic Adoration is 

about deepening and 

strengthening our personal 

relationship with God. 

The same Eucharist we receive 

at Mass is what (or more 

accurately Who) we worship in 

Adoration. Because as 

Catholics, we believe that Christ 

is truly and substantially 

present in the Eucharist, the 

Blessed Sacrament is given the 

same adoration and devotion 

that is accorded to Christ.

Adoration can be a time for us 

to just be quiet, to look at 

Jesus, knowing that He is 

looking at us. You can just sit 

and relax and enjoy the sweet 

peace that comes from simply 

being in the Presence of God.

It can be a time to read from 

the Sacred Scriptures, pray the 

rosary or use any other form of 

prayer we so desire. We can 

spend as much time as we 

desire praying in this way. You 

may feel that you can't pray 

well. Don't let this discourage 

you. The mere fact that you 

take time out to spend with 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 

pleases Him very much, and is 

in itself a prayer of great faith.

What is “Perpetual 

Adoration”?

Perpetual Adoration is 

Eucharistic Adoration round 

the clock (that is, 24 hours a 

day).

Where can I go for 

Eucharistic Adoration?

In our Parish of St. Martin of 

Tours, we are privileged to 

have 3 opportunities weekly:

On Tuesdays from 7:30pm – 

8:30pm at The Risen Christ 

Church

On Wednesdays from 

7:00pm – 8:00pm at the St. 

Martin of Tours Church

On Thursdays from 6:00pm 

– 7:00pm at Mary Star of the 

Sea Church

"The time you spend with 

Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament is the best time 

you will spend on earth. 

Each moment that you 

spend with Jesus will 

deepen your union with Him 

and make your soul 

everlastingly more glorious 

and beautiful in Heaven, 

and will help bring about 

everlasting peace on earth," 

- Saint Teresa of Calcutta

- By Carmen Bowers-Lake
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The arrival of a 
group religious 
Sisters to our 
parish in 1890 
c o n t r i b u t e d 
immensely to 
the growth of 
our Catholic 
community, in 
the sense that 
through their 
hard work and 

dedication, Catholic schools could be established, a small 
hospital could be organized and later expanded with district 
nursing and other services in the community. Immediately, 
they started the Saint Joseph school in Great Bay where Sister 
Regina counted 85 pupils. In one way or the other the nuns 
managed to catch the attention of this undisciplined crowd, to 
teach them order and behavior, reading and writing. The 
Parish Priest also visited and tried to share some religious 
instruction. The Governor had appointed him also as 
Inspector of Education, and in that capacity, he once visited 
the group of Sister Helena. 

The nuns expanded their work in the territory within short, 
just a couple of years after their arrival, and they started 
classes also in Simpsonbay, which at that time was a 
hard-to-reach part of the parish, as you could not get there “on 
land” only. The village was isolated from “the mainland”, so 
crossing the water was very difficult. In 1894 the Parish Priest, 
Laurentius Suermond had built a chapel there, which was 
dedicated to St. Peter Gonzalez, a Dominican from Spain, who 
was the protector of sailors and captives, and also known as 
San Telmo. For the weekly Mass the priest went over by boat, 
and the nuns only on the weekend as they stayed the entire 
week with the school.  The San Telmo building served as a 
chapel until the church of Mary, Star of the Sea was built in 
1965. It was then used as a school until the Sister Regina 
School was built a few years later, and for some years 
thereafter it served as a playschool. 

In 1933, the first Simpsonbay bridge was built, which made 
the communication and connection between the two parts of 
the parish much easier. Many people in “town”, and for sure 
the nuns and the priest, applauded this bridge, but strange 
enough, quite a few Simpsonbay locals were not happy with it 
and preferred the isolation; they feared that they would be 
visited too frequently by the “town people”. In fact, they wrote 
a letter to Governor B.W.T. van Slobbe in Curacao, stating that 
they did not need a bridge to go to school and church as they 
had those in their village. The claimed that if they wanted 
contact with town, they could continue to manage that via 
their fishing boats, as they had always done. They asked the 
Governor for a much-needed big cistern instead of a bridge. 

Our Parish History – Chapter Seven

On the Way to Maturity
The response of Governor Van Slobbe was both a bridge and a 
cistern. 

A very important achievement for the parish was the 
establishing of a health care facility.  The parish had inherited 
two small houses in Backstreet, on the spot where Penny’s 
Department store is now located. However, since there were 
sufficient houses in St Maarten at that time, nobody was 
interested in renting them. Fr. Gijlswijk, the Parish Priest 
from 1903 until 1911, made the houses available to Dr.Shaw, 
the general practitioner, and he got the cooperation of the 
Dominican Sisters, who had a few members knowledgeable in 
medical matters. In November 1908, Sister Agatha and Sister 
Clara were appointed as doctor’s assistant and nurse, and the 
work started. The official inauguration and blessing of the St. 
Rose Hospital took place on 1 January 1910.  St. Rose would 
stay in Backstreet for 25 years, and in 1935 a new St. Rose 
Hospital opened its doors in Frontstreet, where now the St. 
Rose Arcade is 
established. Today you 
can find the names of 
babies (now adults) who 
came into the world 
between 1935 and  1991 
on the very spot where 
we can have a little lunch 
or a cool drink.  In 1965 
the hospital was 
transferred from the 
diocese to the White and 
Yellow Cross Foundation 
and more doctors and 
nurses were recruited 
and employed.  One of 
the most colorful and 
legendary doctors at that 
time was the Indonesian 
Dr. Supit. He was loved 
by the people and there 
were rumors that he 
could operate on 
someone just with a fork 
and a spoon!

In 1991 the more modern 
St. Maarten Medical 
Center was built in Cay 
Hill, and part of the St. 
Rose building became St 
Maarten’s Home for the 
elderly, which later was 
moved to the St John’ 
area. 

Saint Michael the Archangel, 

defend us in battle. Be our 

safeguard against the 

wickedness and snares of the 

devil.  May God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray, and do 

Thou, O Prince of the 

Heavenly Host, by the power 

of God, cast into hell Satan 

and all evil spirits who 

wander through the world 

seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen.

Prayer to 
Saint Michael 
the Archangel

- By Gerard van Veen
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John was the youngest son of 

a peasant family. His father 

died when John was two, and 

the family became very poor. 

As a youngster, John taught 

religion to other boys and got 

them to go to church. His 

acrobatics and magic tricks 

fascinated them. Encouraged 

by a priest, John entered the 

seminary wearing clothes 

provided by charity.

Priests at the seminary saw 

that John was a natural 

leader and encouraged him to 

use his gifts to keep other 

young people out of trouble. 

John started gathering boys 

together on Sunday for a day 

in the country. They would 

begin with Mass, followed by 

breakfast and games. The 

afternoon would include a 

picnic, a catechism lesson, 

and evening prayers. The 

group grew larger because 

John Bosco loved the boys. 

He made each one feel 

important. John was able to 

get a house for himself and 

forty boys. His mother 

became the housekeeper. In 

the first six years the number 

of boys at the house grew to 

150. 

Don Bosco opened 

workshops to train boys to be 

shoemakers and tailors. He 

saw that in addition to getting 

a religious education the boys 

learned to play musical 

instruments, perform in 

plays, and engage in sports. 

Saints of the 
Month of January

Saint John Bosco 
Feast day January 31

He also wrote and printed 

books on Christian faith for 

boys. At that time the state did 

not favor the Church, and for 

four years men tried to 

assassinate John Bosco. Once 

they tried to shoot him while he 

was teaching. At other times 

they tried to poison him and 

attacked him on the street. 

Eventually, however, because of 

his good work, even his 

enemies began to support him.

John Bosco knew God wanted 

him to work with young men 

because of a dream he had 

when he was young. In this 

dream, boys who had been 

playing roughly suddenly 

began playing together as 

happily as lambs. John heard 

a voice saying, “Teach them 

right from wrong. Teach them 

the beauty of goodness and 

the ugliness of sin.” When 

John told his mother about 

his dream, she said it might 

mean God wanted him to be a 

priest and care for some of 

the sheep in his flock.

John Bosco spent so much 

time working that people who 

knew him well became 

worried about his health. 

They said he should take 

more time for rest and sleep. 

John replied that he’d have 

enough time to rest in 

heaven. “Right now,” he said, 

“how can I rest? The devil 

doesn’t rest from his work.”

In 1859 John began a 

religious community of 

priests which is still active 

today, caring for young 

people who have been 

neglected. Because John 

admired Francis de Sales, he 

named the group the 

Salesians. Later, with St. 

Mary Mazzarello, he began a 

community of Sisters called 

the Daughters of Our Lady, 

Help of Christians, to help 

girls.

- By Fr. Adam Oleszczuk, SVD
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Pope Francis set last October as an Extraordinary Missionary Month 
to foster greater awareness of missio ad gentes and to animate the 
missionary transformation of Church life and pastoral activity. As we 
continue to reflect on our call as Missionary Disciples, our parish will 
have the opportunity to hear from visiting lecturer and author, Father 
Stephen Bevans SVD. The lecture series will be offered from January 
27 to 29, 2020 at Risen Christ Church at 7:30 pm each night. 

Monday, January 27th       "Baptized and Sent: The Church as a      
                                                  Community of Missionary Disciples"

Tuesday, January 28th        "Pope Francis's Missiology of Attraction"

Wednesday, January 29th: "Becoming Prophets of Encounter: Pope’ 
                 Francis, The Culture of Encounter, and  
             Christian Discipleship Today."

Fr. Stephen Bevans, is a priest in 
the Society of the Divine Word 
(SVD) and Louis J. Luzbetak, 
SVD Professor of Mission and 
Culture (Emeritus) at Catholic 
Theological Union, Chicago. He is 
past president of the American 
Society of Missiology and a 
member of the World Council of 
Churches’ Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism.

Thomas Aquinas came from a wealthy Italian ruling family in the 13th century. At age five, he was sent to 

a Benedictine monastery at Monte Cassino in hopes that someday he would be abbot. But King 

Frederick III sent his troops to occupy the monastery as a fortress. Thomas then transferred to the 

University of Naples, where he came into contact with the Dominicans. Their life of prayer and study 

fascinated him, and he was determined to join them. His family was shocked that Thomas would 

join a group of poor friars. His mother sent his brothers after him. They kidnapped and imprisoned 

him for more than a year at a family castle. Nothing would shake his resolution to enter the 

Dominicans. Finally, Thomas’s family gave up on discouraging him from becoming a priest, and 

in 1244, he joined the order.

Thomas studied under Albert the Great. In class, his silence during discussions and his large 

size earned him the nickname “the dumb ox.” Thomas became well known for his writings in 

philosophy and theology. His most famous work, the Summa Theologiae, contains five volumes 

of thought on all the Christian mysteries. It is said that no one has equaled the depth of 

understanding and clear reasoning that Thomas showed. His love for Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament led him to write prayers and hymns that are still used to honor the Eucharist.

But this brilliant man was very humble. He knew that all his gifts came from God. While 

celebrating Mass on December 6, 1273, he received a revelation from God. After that, he stopped 

writing. He said that all he had written was so much straw after what he had seen in the 

revelation. Thomas died at age 49 on his way to the Council of Lyons, France. Pope Gregory X 

had asked him to come. Saint Thomas Aquinas is a Doctor of the Church and patron of Catholic 

schools.

Saint Thomas Aquinas Feast day January 28

 

When: Saturday, January 4th, 2020 at 3 pm

Where: Gather at the Walter Plantz Pier then proceed on 

the Boardwalk, Kerksteeg to the St. Martin of Tours 

Church and then to the Parish Hall (Backstreet)

We invite children and youth to the Epiphany Festival. 

All children are asked to bring one gift to be blessed 

which they received at Christmas, and one gift for a less 

fortunate child.

EPIPHANY FESTIVAL
Don’t Miss This Month’s Activities

Lecture Series: The Church as a Community of Missionary Disciples
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Congratulations to Mrs. Joan Brewer and Mr. Michael Benjamin

They are RCIA candidates and they have been accepted into the 

order of Catechumens during a beautiful ceremony at the Risen 

Christ Church on Sunday December 15th, 2019 during the 

11:00am Mass.

From now on, they will be called Catechumens. The Presider of 

the Mass was Rev. Fr. Tony SVD 

They are being guided and have been receiving classes from Mrs. 

Bernadine van Veen, Director of Religious Education in our 

Parish. 

They both received a bible.

If you would like to place a remembrance message in the SXM Catholic Newspaper for one of your loved ones you can do so by 
sending your artwork to sxmcatholicnews@gmail.com and making a small contribution of $20 to the church.

Cheques should be made out to the ST. MARTIN OF TOURS ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH and delivered to the Parish Office.

Celebrate the life of those you love who have departed.

The School Managers of the Catholic Schools attended their annual Advent Retreat on Friday December 6th, 2019, from 7.30 am- 2.30 pm. 
This retreat was led by Rev. Fr. Yohanes Balley SVD. The topic was patience. ]

Mid- day Mass attendance formed part of this spiritual formation. It was a time for them to reflect and be reenergized.

This activity forms part of the Education Pastoral Plan 2019 - 2021, of the Foundation Catholic Education St. Maarten, under the guidance of 
Mrs. Carmen Bowers-Lake, Coordinator for Religious Education. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PLACE AN IN MEMORY OF MESSAGE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE?

School Managers of the Catholic Schools Attend Advent Retreat 
- By Mrs. Carmen Bowers-Lake
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The Proclaimers of the Word of the St. Martin of Tours Parish were recommissioned 
during the weekend Masses of the First Sunday of Advent, December 1, 2019. They 
received a certificate. We would like to thank them for their ministry.

9. Erundundine van   
 Heyningen
10. Casper Jones
11. Joan Berkel
12. Renu Nandwani
13. Jennifer Hope Ross
14. Albertine Jurgensen
15. Joann Martinbor-Lewis
16. Janice Mussington
17. Marleen Silvers

1. John Hodge 
2. Dina Richardson-   
 Caprino 
3. Maria Henry 
4. Tuby Heyliger
5. Fiona Hurtault
6. Catherine Joseph
7. Christina Marlin
8. Denis Williams-
 Warner

Youth Proclaimers

1. Dyon Bryan     2. Antoinette Espinosa     3. Joan D'Haiti.      4. Ammarianny Espinosa

At St. Martin of Tours we also had the youth Proclaimers and the Spanish Proclaimers

At The Risen Christ
1. Irene Hodge   2. Harold W. Havertong  3. Grace Linger
4. Osnel Mumbia   5. Gianne Wilson-de Weever
6. Marguerite Priest-Simmon

Mary Star of the Sea Church
1. Julie Jones 2. Russel Kemper  3. Gail Wilkie 
4. Millicent de Weever  5. Roberto Bowers  6. Joann Lewis

Recommissioning of “The Proclaimers of the Word” of the St. Martin of Tours Parish

To arrange a baptism, the following documents should be brought into the Parish Office to make the arrangements:

1. Birth certificate of the person to be baptized, and if a child, the IDs of the parents 

2. IDs of the God parent(s) and evidence of them being Catholic (you must have at least 1 Godparent)

3. The parents (as applicable) and the God parent(s) must attend 2 meetings before the baptism to ensure thei readiness

Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st Sunday of every month at the Philipsburg Church and 3rd Sunday of every month at the South Reward 

Church. 

Please take a keen note of all requirements in your planning and preparations. For more information please visit the Parish Office.

We wish you every blessing and we hope your baptism day will be full of memories that you will treasure for the rest of your life

Would you like to arrange a Baptism?

- By: Mrs. Joan Berkel
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Parishioners of the various ministries were invited to attend the annual 
Advent Retreat on Saturday December 14th, 2019 at The Risen Christ 
Community Center.
The parishioners were given the opportunity to reflect on the Advent 
message through presentations from Mrs. Bernadine van Veen, the 

The Sr. Borgia Elemetary School has celebrated its annual Advent School Mass with the Seniors at The St. Maarten's Home on Wednesday 
December 11th, 2019. This joint celebration, they have been doing for more than 30 years! It is a tradition that has been passed on from one 
school manager to another!

The entire school population accompanied by some parents were relocated to the St. Maarten's home to celebrate Mass with the seniors. The 
children's voices brought joy to the faces of the seniors.

After the mass the children sang Christmas carols for the seniors, which they appreciate very much. As a thank you ,the students were treated 
with a drink.

Advent Retreat for all ministries in the Parish.

Director for Religious Education and Rev. Fr. Yohanes Balley SVD, 
associate pastor of St. Martin of Tours Parish. There were fruitful and 
thought-provoking discussions within the various groups. At the end 
of the program, parishioners were tested on their Catholic I.Q. and 
were treated with a nice warm cup of soup.

Sr. Borgia Elementary School celebrates Advent School Mass with 
Seniors at St. Maarten's Home

-By: Mrs. Carmen Bowers-Lake

-By: Mrs. Carmen Bowers-Lake
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First Sunday of Advent Masses dressed in school /work uniform 

Youth Corner

Know of someone young who loves to sing? Help them share their talents by encouraging them to join The Little Friends 
of Jesus Choir

The choir is now inviting children to join. You must be at least age 7 and no older than 12, able to read and comprehend, but mostly have a 
passion and love for singing. 

Parents, it is a blessing for your child to be active in the church. Also, they can in the future form part of our adult choir.

You can enroll your child by approaching, the persons previously named or by phoning 581-6615.

The School Board members, staff, and students of the Foundation 
Catholic Education St. Maarten have the tradition to attend the First 
Sunday of Advent Masses dressed in their school /work uniform. They 
would actively participate in the liturgy. 

During all these masses, a family from one of the Catholic Schools was 
assigned to light the first candle of the Advent Wreath. Other persons 

would be altar servers, lead the meditation song, pick up collection, do 
the readings, distribute Holy Communion and participate in the 
offertory procession. 

This is done to highlight the importance of the new church year and to 
emphasize the connection between the Catholic Church and the 
Catholic Schools

-By: Mrs. Carmen Bowers-Lake
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By Teacher Sinatra Rouse of the St. Dominic High School 

The Bridge Club is a division of Student Government of the St. Dominic High School. Their aim is to assist the students at St. Dominic High 
School and the community of St. Maarten. 

These students worked with management and mentors to get this project of the Sustainable Goals #2 which is “Feed the hungry” completed. 
They did their best and succeeded to get the students of the 7 Catholic schools (SKOS) to donate non- perishable goods to the Bishop Willem 
Ellis Foundation. 

SKOS Students working together

St. Dominic high School students with representatives of the Bishop Willem Ellis 
Foundation. From Left to right it is Loude-Berline Laurore, Goldie Pohuja, 
Mrs. Esperanza Sotton, Diya Chatani and Mrs. Jeannette Wathey

St. Dominic High School entertains the Seniors

By Teacher Sinatra Rouse of the St. 
Dominic High School
 
In December, at the St. Dominic High 
School, the students celebrate, prepare and 
share lunch annually with the Senior 
Citizens. 

The Form 4 students gear up from early to 
prepare for the big event and the 
Homeroom teachers assist the them. 

Every student in Form 4 has a task and 
together they work to deliver an amazing 
experience for the senior citizens, who are 
also treated to entertainment by the 
students. In addition, each senior gets a 
small token sponsored by the Interact Club 
and the meal is sponsored by the fourth 
formers.

Happy Holidays from St. Dominic High 
School!
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By Carmen Ayala 

Dear Saint Christopher,

protect me today

in all my travels

along the road’s way.

Give your warning sign

if danger is near

so that I may stop

while the path is clear.

Be at my window

and direct me through

when the vision blurs

From out of the blue.

Carry me safely

to my destined place,

like you carried Christ

in your close embrace.

Amen.

Special Tribute
to our Visitors

Hispanic Section
We Love Our Visitors – Welcome & Do Return 

visitor’s Corner

By Patsy Velasquez Daniel

Meet Tom & Margo Governo of Staten Island NY 

On December 1st Margo celebrated 75 years of life and on the 2nd 

Sunday of Advent Tom & Margo celebrated 50 years of the 

Sacrament of Marriage. They are repeat guests, having been 

visiting us for the past 10 years. They couldn’t wait to be back on 

St. Maarten to celebrate both momentous and meaningful events 

with our parish. 

 On her 75th birthday, Margo said, “Today is my 75th birthday 

and I thank Jesus for allowing me to celebrate with the wonderful 

brothers & sisters of the St Martin of Tours Parish.”

Happiest of birthdays again to you lovely Margo and 

Congratulations to the both of you on your successful marriage. 

May you have many more happy and healthy years ahead.

Meet Jo-Anne & George Nasello, visitors for the first 

time from Toronto Canada who celebrated their 25th 

wedding anniversary with us.

Congratulations Jo-Anne and George! We hope to see you 

soon again.

Meet Family Knapke who visited our Parish for 

the first time from Ohio. We thank you Bob, 

Heather, Will, Gus and Henry Knapke for visiting 

us. We hope you had an enjoyable time on our 

island and a spiritual connection at mass.

Meet Margaret Cross (left) visiting for the first time 

with her friend Janice Young (Right) who is no stranger 

to the St Martin of Tours Parish. 

Margaret said, “Thank you for sharing God with me. God 

Bless!”

I remember Janice who has been a visitor for many years. She 

mostly visits in the month of December and has always shown 

a keen interest in our Christmas shows at the parish hall. 
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Cómo cada año al iniciar el nuevo ciclo Litúrgico, el primer domingo de Adviento fueron comisionados nuestros hermanos Proclamadores de 

la Palabra. Que el Señor los acompañe en su ministerio, les de la sabiduría y el Espíritu Santo pose sobre cada uno de ellos y sean el instru-

mento para proclamar la Sagrada Palabra y que el mensaje de Dios llegue a los corazones de cada uno presente en la asamblea.

Comisionamiento al Ministerio de Proclamadores de la Palabra

HISPANIC SECTION

Dios todo poderoso, limpia el corazón y los labios de los que proclamaran tu Palabra;

Bendice sus esfuerzos de preparación y los momentos de meditación de tu palabra para que entiendan mejor el mensaje y lo proclamen 

fielmente a tu pueblo;

Llena su ministerio con tu presencia, que han preparado cuidadosamente para quienes los escuchen confíen plenamente en Jesucristo que 

anuncia el Reino de Dios y la promesa de vida eterna;

Haz que crezca la fe en los corazones de los que escuchan tu Palabra y te glorifiquen siempre.

Por Jesucristo nuestro Señor. AMEN

Como parte de la formación y seguimiento del Rito de Iniciación 

Cristiana para Adultos (RICA), el Domingo 8 de Diciembre, los 

candidatos en preparación para iniciarse en la Fe Cristiana, celebraron el 

Rito de Admisión en el Catecumenado.

Este Rito se celebra cuando los candidatos han recibido la catequesis 

sobre los fundamentos de nuestra formación Cristiana, como son la Fe, 

El Credo, Las Sagradas Escrituras y el Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica.

Después de este periodo los candidatos son admitidos al orden del 

Catecumenado, que significa que seguirán en formación y con la ayuda 

de la oración, meditación y el apoyo de sus padrinos, sacerdotes, 

catequistas y la comunidad llegarán a la conversión espiritual al final de 

su formación para la recepción de los Sacramentos de Iniciación 

Cristiana y su entrada a formar parte de nuestra Iglesia Católica.

Rito de Admisión en 

el Catecumenado

ORACION 

POR LOS 

PROCLAMADORES

By Carmen Ayala de Iman
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If you plan to arrange the celebration of your marriage in the St. Martin of Tours Parish, it is necessary, that you consider the following 
guidelines in the planning of your wedding:the marriage preparation must begin six months before the wedding. A marriage preparation 
workshop called “Pre-Cana” must be taken in the parish or abroad before the marriage. 

Please take a keen note of all requirements in your planning and preparations. 

PLANNING ON GETTING MARRIED IN 
OUR PARISH?

For more information please call: Mrs. Bernadine van Veen at 542-6159, or

 Email: religiousedu@caribserve.net

If you would like to send a question to Father Adam or Father Yohanes for inclusion in the newspaper email it to sxmcatholicnews@gmail.com. 

Los ahora Catecumenos son:

1. Sra. Arias Varela, Inmer Johana

2. Sra. Arias Varela, Indiana Mercedes

3. Sra. Feliciano Berroa, Cándida y

4. Sr. Manzanillo Davis, Jhoan FrancIsco

Que el Señor los continúe bendiciendo, encienda su corazón habido de conocimiento y les de la fortaleza 

para seguir adelante en su formación y el Espíritu Santo los ilumine para su propia conversión espiritual.
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Epiphany of the Lord

Sunday, January 5, 2020

First Reading   Isaiah 60:1-6

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13

Second Reading   Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6

Gospel Reading   Matthew 2:1-12

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A

Sunday, January 19, 2020

First Reading   Isaiah 49:3,5-6

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 40:2,4,7-10

Second Reading   1 Corinthians 1:1-3

Gospel Reading   John 1:29-34

The Baptism of the Lord, Cycle A

Sunday, January 12, 2020

First Reading   Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 29:1-2,3-4,9-10

Second Reading   Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38

Gospel Reading   Matthew 3:13-17

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A

Sunday, January 26, 2020

First Reading   Isaiah 8:23-9:3

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 27:1,4,13-14

Second Reading   1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17

Gospel Reading   Matthew 4:12-23

We know little about the Magi. They come from the East and journey 

to Bethlehem, following an astrological sign, so we believe them to be 

astrologers. We assume that there were three Magi based upon the 

naming of their three gifts. The Gospel does not say how many Magi 

paid homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s Gospel, they represent the 

Gentiles’ search for a savior. Because the Magi represent the entire 

world, they also represent our search for Jesus.

We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a foreshadowing of 

Jesus’ role in salvation. We believe the meaning of the gifts to be 

Christological. Gold is presented as representative of Jesus’ kingship. 

Frankincense is a symbol of his divinity because priests burned the 

substance in the Temple. Myrrh, which was used to prepare the dead 

for burial, is offered in anticipation of Jesus’ death. The word 

Epiphany means “manifestation” or “showing forth.” Historically 

several moments in Christ’s early life and ministry have been 

celebrated as “epiphanies,” including his birth in Bethlehem, the visit 

of the Magi, his baptism by John, and his first miracle at Cana.

We heard Matthew’s account of Jesus’ baptism last Sunday, on the 

feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Today, we hear John the Baptist’s 

testimony about Jesus as found in John’s Gospel. 

John the Baptist sees Jesus approaching and cries out, giving witness 

about who Jesus is. In John’s testimony he says that he saw the Spirit 

descend upon Jesus. By this sign, John the Baptist knew that Jesus 

was the one who is to come after him.

John the Baptist uses two titles for Jesus that are familiar to us. John 

calls Jesus the “Lamb of God” and the “Son of God.” By using these 

titles, John the Baptist identifies Jesus’ ultimate purpose: to redeem 

sinful humanity.

John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus clearly distinguishes John’s 

baptism from the Baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John baptizes 

with water; Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John also puts his 

practice of baptism in the context of Jesus’ ministry. The purpose of 

John’s baptism was to make Jesus known to Israel. By our Baptism, 

we are called to make Jesus known to all the world by our words and 

by the witness of our lives. 

The baptism of Jesus is attested to in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 

and Luke. The account that appears in Matthew is the only one to 

include the dialogue between Jesus and John, however. Another 

difference in Matthew’s presentation of this event is the 

announcement made by the voice from heaven, which says, “This is 

my beloved son . . .” In Mark and Luke, this voice addresses itself to 

Jesus: “You are my beloved son . . .”

The baptism of Jesus is another manifestation of Christ, another 

epiphany. Christ’s baptism inaugurates his mission. In an analogous 

way, our Baptism inaugurates our mission as Christians.

This Sunday marks a transition from the Christmas season to 

Ordinary Time. In a way, today’s feast is the high point of the 

Christmas season. Before Jesus’ birth, angels announced to Mary and 

to Joseph who Jesus would be. At his birth, the shepherds and the 

Magi recognize Jesus as the Messiah. At his baptism, Jesus accepts 

that he is God’s son and inaugurates that mission.

Today’s Gospel describes the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry and 

calling of his first disciples. The Gospel tells us that the fishermen 

dropped everything to follow Jesus immediately. Yet this Gospel tells 

us little about the prior experience that the fishermen had of Jesus. 

Did they know him? Had they heard him preach? What kind of person 

must Jesus have been to invoke such a response? We can imagine that 

Jesus was a powerful presence to elicit a response as immediate and 

complete as these first disciples gave.

The Gospel concludes with a description of the ministry that Jesus 

begins in Galilee. Jesus inaugurates the Kingdom of God with his 

work. He teaches in the synagogue and preaches the kingdom. His 

ability to cure people’s diseases and illness is a sign of the kingdom. In 

Jesus’ ministry, we already begin to see the Kingdom of God among 

us.

Gospel Meditation 
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Liturgy Schedule: January 2020
 

Philipsburg: St. Martin of Tours: 

Saturday:  6:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Mass  

 

Monday: 

7:00 p.m. Spanish Mass 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

Tuesday: 12:00 noon Mass 

Wednesday: 12:00 noon & 7:00 p.m. Adoration 

Thursday: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

Friday: 12:00 noon Mass 

1st Friday: 12:00 noon Mass & 7:00 p.m. Mass 

 

South Reward: The Risen Christ 

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. Mass 

Tuesday: 7:30 p.m. Adoration 

1st Sunday: 7:00 p.m. Haitian Mass  

 

Simpson Bay: Mary, Star of the Sea 

Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

Thursday: 6:00 p.m. Adoration 
 

Join the Parish Media Team 
and help us share our and the 

Lord's story. 

We are on Facebook and 
Instagram, we have a website 

and we issue monthly 
newspapers. Together we can 

do much more and make it 
even more impactful. 

Whether you are into videos, 
photography, social media, or 

a writer reach out to us at 
sxmcatholicnews@gmail.com 

We would love to have you 
onboard! 

Have a story that you would 

like to share? Contact us at 

sxmcatholicnews@gmail.com 

and we would be happy to share 

it with the parish.
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Fr. Adam has asked that in 2020 we practice Lectio Divina. But what is Lectio Divina and how can we go about practicing it? 
The below is a quick guide to help us get on our way.

So, with the above in mind, let us 
consider Jesus’ call for us to be 
disciples. 

Selected Scripture: John 1.35-51 

The First Disciples of Jesus

The next day John again was standing 
with two of his disciples, and as he 
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, 
“Look here is the Lamb of God!” The 
two disciples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus. When Jesus 
turned and saw them following, he 
said to them, “What are you looking 
for?” they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
translated means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” He said to them, 
“Come and see.” They came and saw 
where was staying, and they remained 

with him that day. It was 
about four o’clock in the 
afternoon. One of the two 
who heard John speak and 
followed him was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. He 
first found his brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which is 
translated Anointed). He 
brought Simon to Jesus, who 
looked at him and said, “You 
are Simon son of John. You 
are to be called Cephas” 
(which is translated Peter).

Jesus Calls Philip and 
Nathanael

The next day Jesus decided to 
go to Galilee. He found Philip 
and said to him, “Follow me.” 
Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and 
also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” Nathanael said to 
him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and 
see.” When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is 
truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!” Nathanael 

asked him, “Where did you 
get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under 
the fig tree before Philip 
called you.” Nathanael 
replied, “Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God! You are the King 
of Israel!” Jesus answered, 
“Do you believe because I told 
you that I saw you under the 
fig tree? You will see greater 
things than these.” And he 
said to him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man.”

Reflect on this scripture and 
take to heart the Call of 
Disciples

Bible commentary

Jesus calls each of us to 
follow him. The call may 
come unexpectedly and 
completely disrupt our 
normal routine. Or it may 
come on gradually, a slow 
awakening to the meaning of 
the gospel for our loves. Jesus 
asks each of us the same 
question he posed to his 
potential disciples. “What are 
you looking for?” (v38). The 
call to follow Jesus is a gift of 
God that reaches down into 
the depths of our being and 

affects every aspect of our lives 
– our values, choices, how we 
allocate our resources, and our 
dreams.

Suggested Prayer

Gracious God, we ask you to 
open our hearts and minds to 
the call of Jesus. We want to 
follow him on the path of 
discipleship, but it is a hard 
journey. Give us the courage to 
accept Jesus’ invitation and to 
live our lives as he lived his. 
Inspire us to find ways to follow 
Jesus every day. Amen.

Contemplation
Everyone can be of service to 
Jesus with the gifts, talents and 
abilities they already have, 
some of which lie hidden and 
undeveloped inside of them. 
You may not receive the calling 
to priesthood or to be a nun, but 

Jesus may speak to you and 
call out to you in a different 
way, for a different purpose.

Have you ever felt a gentle 
tugging at your heart to 
pursue something you have 
never done before? A nagging 
feeling that just won’t go 
away? 

Let us pay attention to the 
promptings of the Holy 
Spirit, during the quiet, 
routine moments of our lives. 
Jesus still sends the Holy 
Spirit in the quiet moments, 
to call a person to something 
new. May we be open minded 
and receptive.


